[image: ]Friday reading task: Independence Day
Questions:

1. The United States began as The Thirteen colonies.
Give the meaning of the word colonies in this sentence. (1 mark)
_________________________________________________________________________________


2. Look at paragraph one. Find and copy a phrase which suggests that the journey over to the United States was not easy. (1 mark)
_____________________________________________


3. Highlight the option that best describes the word revolutionary in the phrase Revolutionary War. (1 mark)

a. Independent

b. Causing a change

c. Separation


4. Why do you think the colonies wanted to break free from British rule? (1 mark)
_________________________________________________________________________________

5. Why do you think July 4th was chosen as America’s Independence Day? (1 mark)
_________________________________________________________________________________

6. List three ways that July 4th is celebrated in the United States today. (2 marks)

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]_________________________________

2. _________________________________

3. _________________________________
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The Origin of Independence Day

The United States began as the Thirteen Colonies. People from Great Britain braved high seas
aboard wooden ships to make a new life in North America. They were looking for religious
freedom, land, and career opportunities.

The relationship between the Thirteen Colonies and Great Britain began as a friendly one.
As time passed through, the people of the Colonies wanted to separate from Britain. The
fight turned physical in 1775 when the Revolutionary War began. The people of the Thirteen
Colonies were determined to break free from British rule

In June of 1776, Richard Henry Lee of Virginia proposed complete separation from the British
The Committee of Five, which included Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin,
Robert Livingston, and Roger Sherman, created a document stating their desire to separate
Thomas Jefferson wrote the first draft of the Declaration and the document was approved by
Congress on July 4%, 1776

Historians aren't certain whether the Declaration of Independence was actually signed of
July &™ or later in 1776. Whichever day it was signed, July 4™ is still an important

day in the United States history. The ‘Fourth of July' is a federal holiday that is

celebrated all over the country with parades, fireworks, and picnics





