Friday reading task

Whilst he was in prison, Nelson Mandela found strength and inspiration by reading the poem below. Have a read of it yourself and then have a think about the questions on the following page.

The word Invictus means ‘unconquered’ in Latin.
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Reading questions:

1. What does the phrase ‘out of the night that covers me’ suggest about how Nelson Mandela might have been feeling?


2. Find and copy a word from the first verse/stanza that means ‘cannot be defeated.’


3. ‘I have not winced or cried aloud.’
What does the word winced mean in this line?

4. ‘My head is bloody but unbowed.’

Highlight the meaning of this phrase from the options below.

a. Someone has hit Nelson Mandela over the head and he has collapsed. 

b. Although Nelson Mandela keeps getting hurt, he is standing strong.


5. Read verse/stanza 3. 
Find and copy a word which means the same as anger. 


6. ‘I am the master of my Fate. I am the Captain of my Soul.’
What impressions do you get of Nelson Mandela if he was inspired by this line? 


7. Can you summarise why you think this poem in particular inspired Nelson Mandela to stay strong during his twenty seven years in prison?  
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Out of the night that covers me,
Black as the pit from pole to pole,

| thank whatever gods may be
For my unconquerable soul.

In the fell clutch of circumstance
| have not winced nor cried aloud.
Under the bludgeonings of chance
My head is bloody, but unbowed.

Beyond this place of wrath and tears
Looms but the Horror of the shade,
And yet the menace of the years
Finds and shall find me unafraid.

z It matters not how strait the gate,

- How charged with punishments the scroll,
| Am The Master Of My Fate,

|1 Am The Captain Of My Soul.

~Villiam Ermest Henley





